SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
patriarchal system was developed to its fullest extent and this
people has shown its inherent conservatism and stability by
the preservation of many of its characteristic physical, psycho-
logical, moral and social qualities, though homeless for upwards
of two thousand years. Among Oriental nations, the Chinese
are distinguished for their rigid system of family rule and
individual subordination to the parents and they evolved a
civilisation which lasted almost without change for a period
that is without parallel in recorded human history. On the
other hand it is notorious that in times of rapid social change
or political upheaval, family ties and family authority tend to
be relaxed, the individual asserting his freedom in domestic
as well as in political matters; and it is probable that there
exists a tendency for all periods of national or racial instability,
whether leading to development or to degeneration, to be
characterised by a relaxation or throwing off of parental
authority and tradition; though it is obvious that, owing to the
great complexity of the factors involved in the rise or fall, ex-
pansion or decay of nations, the correspondence cannot be an
absolute one.
As regards the attitude adopted by the individual member    Ambivalent
of a state towards the king or ruler,  Freud has shown1 that   to^J^e
it tends to be, in Bleuler's useful phrase, ambivalent, i. e.^ to         king
be determined by two motives of opposite character,   in one
of which hate is the principal element, in the other love. This
ambivalency manifests itself most clearly in the many restrictions
and taboos that are attached to, or connected with,  the office
of king in different parts of the world, and that are to some
extent still operative even in civilised societies at the present
day. These taboos are in the main of two kinds: —
(i) Those that restrict the activities of the king himself, such Taboos affect-
as the rules in virtue of which he may only live in certain ^J^Jj^l^
places, go out at certain times or eat certain foods, must avoid of this attitude
all situations involving danger of any kind and must submit to
a cumbrous, wearisome and often exhausting system of court
routine and ceremony. Taboos of this kind would seem on
analysis to have two main objects:—(a) to guard the king from
any harm,  (b) to limit his power in a variety of ways, and
generally to make his life burdensome < and unpleasant (under
1 "Totem and Taboo/1 70 ff.
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